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UNITY HANDSHAKE—Chairmen of the Presbyterian, US and USA, negotiating committees are shown above 

exchanging congratulations after the plan for reunion of the two denominations was approved at a joint 

meeting in Cincinnati. Dr. Ralph Waldo Lloyd, Maryville College president, chairman of the USA group 

(left), shakes hands with Dr. Dunbar H. Ogden, New Orleans, chairman of the Southern group.—(RNS 
Photo.) 
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Letters to the Editors 





Petty Details, Not Agencies, Are to Blame 





Cure Suggested 


To the Editors: 


says John Le- 
24), and so say I— 
reason he does. If pas- 
need to be pitied, the 
they are over- 
whelmed by appeals directions from 
the denominational (Did John 
Legion never hear of the phrase “take it 


“Pity the poor pastor,” 
gion (OUTLOOK, Feb. 
but not for the 
tors of our 
not 


day 
reason is because 
and 


agencies. 


or leave it’?) The real trouble is that 
pastors are overloaded with petty pas- 
toral details. They are so preoccupied 


with ringing doorbells and keeping peace 
in the choir, with the “manicuring of 
minor morals,” the coddling and pamper- 
ing of self-centered “saints,” and multi- 
plying duties in a multitude of community 
enterprises, that they have little time or 
energy left for the churchwide, nation- 
wide, and worldwide interests of the 
Kingdom of God. 

The cure is not to abolish at the top 
the church machinery that keeps trying 
to lift up the pastor’s eye “unto the hills,” 
even though this machinery does often 
get rusty and out-of-date. The cure is to 
devise the ways and to find the courage 
to sweep out the trash and trivia that so 


often clutters up both the local church 
program and the life and mind of the 
minister. 


NOT A, PASTOR. 


Wants: 1) No Separate Promotion, 
2) No Percentages, 3) One Treasury 


To the 


I read with much consternation, the ar- 
ticles of Brother Legion (Feb. 24) and 
Brother Fewsom (March 10). It is indeed 
a sad commentary on the affairs of our 
church when her leadership must resort 
to such subterfuge. Have we come to the 
place where a dare not speak his 
mind on the policy of his church. Brother 
Legion is reaching for something worth- 
while. But would it not have been more 
effective if he had spoken by putting his 
real name and personality behind the mat- 
ter? 

I was 
sembly’s 
created, I 
motional agency 


Editors: 


man 


As- 
was 


but when the 
Stewardship Committee 

thought it was to be 
for the 


very gullible, 


the 
whole Assembly, 


pro- 


and that we would be able to dispense 
with the promotional work from all the 
other offices of Assembly's causes. gut 


alas! it was just another committee. 
What we need to do is to close the pro- 
motional work of the 
causes, putting all promotional 
head. 
percentage 


each of Assembly's 
work un- 
kill the 


benevo- 


der one Then we need to 
dividing our 
one treasury department 
sum is 


Then, 
built up 


basis of 
lences, and have 
which a _ stipulated 
priated for each 
then, can there be 
the treasury to 
they 


from appro- 
and only 


a reserve in 


cause 


meet emergencies when 


arise. 
The minutes of the last Assembly listed 
33 special and There 
only 52 Sundays to them 
preach the Gaspel of Salvation. 

the churches 


one or 


days seasons are 


present and to 
Many of 
smaller only 


two 


services 
month There 
are not services enough to go around. If 
we do what we are asked by the commit- 
tees, we could work a 
at all. The machinery 
does not bog down, it 
over of its 
us to rethink 


have 


Sundays each 


not local program 
If it 
turn 

for 
whole 


is top-heavy. 
will probably 
weight It is time 
and reorganize the 


own 


Va., under the act of March 3, 1879. 


program of our church. And if we have 
such dictators as our friends seem to fear, 
it is high time we learn that fact also, and 
dispose of them. There is no place in 
Presbyterianism for dictators. 

B. W. BAKER. 
Atoka, Tenn. 


Organizing for Today’s Needs 


Dear John Legion: 

I too pity the poor pastor. For twenty- 
five years I I pity the pastor 
who tries to enlist his members in a well- 
rounded parish program. I know about 
those who never come to worship, never 
give, never pray, never study, never serve. 
l suffer because so few seem to know 
what this Christianity is all about. Of 
those who do come to church so many are 
irregular, so many others are just “oncers” 
—Sunday morning is all they can take, I 
know that the active members in any 
church group are only a small part of 
those who should be enlisted. And how 
few in a congregation will “go out” and 
serve. Yes, John, I pity the poor pastor 
who tries to promote a well-rounded pro- 
gram in his church, 

And, John, I pity the poor secretary 
who tries to help the pastor in a well- 
rounded parish program, for often the 
secretary gets ‘from the pastor what the 
pastor gets from his members! 

The test of a city is not a low tax rate, 
but what service it renders for the money 
it takes in. So with a church. A farmer 
may not try to put into practice every- 
thing that is in his farm journal, but some 
farmers get good ideas that make for a 
bigger harvest. It may be so with a 
pastor. At times some get real good ideas 
from the committees. 

The program we undertake determines 
the organization we need. An evangelist 
may render a fine service with only a 
tent. I know some ministers who are 
satisfied only to preach and whose Sun- 
day school is nothing. But when in addi- 
tion to evangelism and preaching, you 
try to teach and train your members to 
know and to do what Christ commands, 
when you undertake mission work, when 
you introduce Bible teaching in the pub- 
lic schools, when you cooperate with the 
other churches, when you try to train 
your congregation in sacred music, when 
you try to develop a Christian social con- 
science, you simply cannot do that without 
organization. 

lt matters 


Was one. 


little how you coordinate 





agencies or consolidate printed material, 
But what a pity, not for the pastor but 
for the whole church, to try and serve 
this age with the organization of a cen- 
tury ago. Go ahead, John, do a good job 
in your congregation, with our help, or 
in spite of us! I really do not pity the 
pastor, John, I rejoice in his gue. 
cesses in what at times is a hard task, 
JOHN M. ALEXANDER (Radio), 
Ga. 


poor 


Atlanta, 


Good Visitation Program in St. Louis 
To the Editors: 

Too much cannot be said for the pro- 
gram of Visitation Evangelism sponsored 
in our church by Dr. H. H. Thompson, di- 


rector of this primary business of the 
church. 
At our request, Dr. Thompson gave us 


a five-day open date in late January and 
although we did not have time to lay the 
proper foundation with several months of 
desirable preparation, God seemed to give 
us a blessing in proportion to the effort 
put forth. 

We attempted to undergird the entire 
program with the prayers of our congre- 
gation and especially the prayers of our 
shut-ins, who definitely helped keep the 
visitation upon a deeply spiritual plane. 
It was never “Come and join the church,” 
but “Come and unite with him who is the 
Head of the Church.” There were only 
approximately twenty couples out extend- 
ing invitations but all the visitors re- 
ceived rich blessings. 

In Westminster Church alone in the past 
few weeks, seventy-six have been added 
to the church family, twenty-five coming 
on profession of faith and the others by 
letter and reaffirmation. In the four 
Presbyterian, US, churches of our com- 
munity, whose program permitted them to 
give some time to the visitation, a total 
of 122 have been received, 38 of whom 
came for the first time to profess their 
faith in Christ. 

Each minister and each visitation group 
in the four churches feel that the program 
has just been inaugurated and they look 
forward to carrying it on ona monthly 
or a quarterly basis. We believe that any 
church undertaking the program as set 
forth by the director of evangelism will 
not only receive a blessing in itself but 
will add numerical strength to its own 
program of worship and service for the 
Master. 

WM. H. McCORKLE, Pastor. 
Westminster Church, 
St. Louis, Mo, 
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What Men Say about ‘‘Towards the Conversion of England’’— 


Dr. H. H. Thompson, the Assembly's director of evangelism: “It impresses 
me that it was largely written fur Southern Presbyterians. 
Dr. Thomas Kay Young: 
Most valuable product.”’ 
“[t deserves to be widely read and pondered.”’ 


real blessing out of the book.’’ 
and helpful book. 


“This is a great hook.’’ 
Ruling Llder Kdward D. Grant: 
in ou generation.” 





(He puts it as the top of his list of reeommendations.) 
“Probably the most important religious book 


We have a copy of this outstanding book for you—-FREB. 


All you need to do is to send a new (not a renewal) $3-subscription for 


someone who is not now getting THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, with the 
request that we send the book to you. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, 403 E. Franklin St., Richmond 19, Va. 


I have gotten 4a 
“A very suggestive 
Dr. J. McDowell Richards: 
Dr. Henry W. McLaughlin: 


No sooner said than done. 








THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-entered as second class matter, June 15, 


Published weekly on Monday by Presbyterian of the South, 
Franklin Street, Richmond 19, Virginia. Telephone 2-9493. 10c a copy, $3.00 a year. 


1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, 
Inc., Room 307, 403 
Foreign postage $1 extra. 
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Church Cooperation 
Around World at 
Record Level Today 


Visser ’t Hooft Calls It 


‘‘Nothing Short of a Miracle’’ 


Geneva (RNS, By Wireless ) — 
Churches are more willing to cooperate 
with each other today than at any time 
since the Reformation, a high Official 
of the World Council of Churches de- 
clared here. 

W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, general secre- 
tary, said it is ‘‘nothing short of a mi- 
racle” that a hundred Christian 
churches are now working closely to- 
gether in world reconstruction. He ad- 
dressed the opening session of a five- 
day All-European Conference of Church 
Reconstruction secretaries, attended by 
50 delegates from 15 countries. 

‘‘When the war divided the churches,” 
he said, ‘“‘it could have been expected 
that the church cooperation thermome- 
ter would fall, but the churches realized 
they had to get together. Before the 
war, the inter-denominational move- 
ment was largely one of thought and 
discussion, but now it has also become 
one of service and action. 

“This collaboration in religious re- 
construction is greater than the world 
has ever seen or could have expected 
to see from the churches.” 


McCLURE TO LEAVE 
WESTMINSTER 

President Franc L. McCluer of West- 
minster College, Fulton, Mo., has been 
elected president of Lindenwood Col- 
lege, a Presbyterian, USA, college for 
women at St. Charles, Mo. Dr. McCluer 
has been president of Westminster for 
almost fourteen years, 





Easter Radio Highlights | 


Outstanding among the Easter sea- 
son radio broadcasts will be ‘‘The 
Son of Man,”’ a one-hour performance 
of the first Passion Play for radio 
to be performed on a network, Sun- 
day, April 6, 1:30 P. M. (EST), over 
the Columbia Broadcasting System. 
Archibald MacLeish, distinguished 
American poet and author has writ- 
ten it. 


—=—-- == 


Among many other CBS features 
from April 2 on, are: ‘‘Tales of Ad- 
venture,’”’ a dramatization of ‘‘Pil- 
grim’s Progress,’’ Thursday, April 3, 
5:30 P. M. (EST); and the Mora- 
vian Sunrise Service from Winston- 
Salem, N. C., Easter morning at 6:00 
(EST). 

The American Broadcasting Com- 
pany’s important feature, ‘The 
Greatest Story Ever Told,” will bring 
the Easter story at the usual time— 
Sunday, 6:30 P. M. (EST). 











Appointments Are Made for 
Youth Meeting in Norway 


Southern Presbyterians who are 
scheduled for attendance at the World 
Conference of Christian Youth, Oslo, 
Norway next July, include Charles 
Turner, president of the Assembly’s 
Youth Council, now at Davidson; Mary- 
Starke Higginbotham, former AYC 
president, now at the Assembly’s Train- 
ing School; Harry Smith, Texas’ young 
people’s president, at the University of 
Texas; and C. Ellis Nelson, director of 
the young people’s division. 

First three mentioned above will be 
sent to this important meeting by pro- 
ceeds from an “Oslo Fund” now being 
raised by young people throughout the 
church. Last such world-wide yonth 
conference was at Amsterdam in 1939. 


Committee Chairman 
Gives Reasons for 


Suggested Procedure 


Dr. Ogden Tells Background of 
Plan Recommended to Assembly 


In reporting on the recent important 
meeting of the joint drafting commit- 
tee of the Presbyterian churches, US 
and USA, in Cincinnati (OUTLOOK, 
March 24), Dunbar H. Ogden, chairman 
of the US group, in a statement for pub- 
lication, says, ‘‘The spirit in all sessions 
was excellent and the accomplishments 
deeply significant. The plans for reunion 
of these sister churches are revised 
and practically completed. Hearty 
agreement was reached on every item.” 

Fifteen members of the USA depart- 
ment and 15 of the Southern commit- 
tee attended the meeting, according to 
Dr. Ogden. 

In his report he says, ‘“‘It was decided 
to report the plan to the two General 





APPROVE “THE PLAN’’—Members of 
the negotiating committees of the Pres- 
byterian US and USA churches are 
shown below in their recent Cincinnati 
meeting where they approved unani- 
mously a plan of reunion to be sub- 
mitted to the church “for study and 
comment” at the next Assembly. Repre- 
sentatives of the Southern church are 
shown (left to right): T. K. Young, 
Charles G. Rose, P. F. Henderson, G. T. 
Gillespie, Frank H. Caldwell, and Dun- 
bar H. Ogden. USA _ representatives: 


Henry Barraclough (standing), Wil- 

liam Barrow Pugh, Ralph Waldo Lloyd, 

H. Ray Anderson, Stuart Nye Hutchison, 
Nelson D. Rodes.— (RNS Photo.) 











4 


Assemblies in May with the recommen- 


dation that it be sent to the presbyte- 
ries ‘for study and comment.’ 
“This 


the following 


taken in view of 
(1) Many basic 
changes have been made since the is- 
in 1943 of the tentative plan. 
Some persons may desire to make sug- 
gestions 
form. 

(2) While a large number of sug- 
gestions were received by the Southern 
permanent committee, not a great many 
came to the USA department; hence, 
the members of the department feel that 
another opportunity for comment should 
be given. 

“(3) A year of further study will 
give the church at large opportunity 
to become thoroughly acquainted with 
the plan prior to approval or rejection 
of it by any church court. 

“*(4) By following this procedure, op- 
portunity will be afforded the drafting 
committee to complete a few unfinished 
subordinate portions of the plan, and to 
study carefully the phraseology through- 
out. Thus to the 1948 General Assem- 
bly will come the revised plan com- 
pleted in every detail.’’ 

Before the General Assemblies of the 
two churches meet in May, says Dr. Og- 
den, a copy of the plan, as now approved 
by the two negotiating groups, will be 
sent to each commissioner of the two 
bodies. (See editorial, page 8.) 


JAPAN 


Plans for University Advance 

New York (RNS).—Appointment of 
20 members to the Joint Committee on 
the Establishment of a Christian Uni- 
versity in Japan, sponsored by the For- 


action was 


facts: 
suing 
relative to it in 


the revised 





eign Missions Conference of North 
America and the Federal Council of 
Churches, was announced here. Each 


organization elected 10 
to serve on 


representatives 
the committee which will 
direct an immediate fund-raising cam- 
paign for support of the proposed uni- 
versity in its initial stages. 


Two Buddhist Universities 

Tokyo (RNS, By Wireless)—Budd- 
hists been stirred to action by 
news of the projected Christian Univer- 
sity of Japan to be sponsored by the 
Federal Council of Churches and the 
Foreign Missions Conference of North 
America. Myosen Furusaka, head of 
the educational section of the Buddhist 
League. said here that plans for estab- 
lishing two Buddhist universities in 
Tokyo and Kyoto have been speeded up 
by the action of the American Protes- 
tants. The proposed universities are ex- 
pected to accommodate 8,000 students. 


have 


Putting Cross in Buddhist Temples 

Tokyo (RNS, By Wireless).—The 
newspaper Chugai Nippo, which is un- 
der Buddhist management and hence 
not likely to favor Christianity, reports 
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that Buddhist temples in Hokkaido are 
substituting the cross for the Golden 
Images of Buddha. 


Committee on Creed Meets 


Tokyo (RNS, By Wireless).—The 
Committee on Creed of the United 
Church of Christ in Japan has held 


its first meeting here. The problem of 
a creed for the church is still of para- 
mount importance to those whose tra- 
dition makes a comprehensive creed 
essential. There has been a strong 
movement in sections of the church to 
formulate such a creed “so as to com- 
plete the union.” However, there is 
no likelihood of a creed being adopted 
in the near future, since it would arouse 
controversy that is believed certain to 
end in the secession of some elements. 


Columbia Fellowships Are Awarded 
And Ministers’ Week Is Scheduled 


Columbia Seminary seniors who have 


won fellowships affording graduate 
study for an additional year include: 
John Newton, Gainesville, Ga., the 


Alumni Fellow; George Andrew Ander- 
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son, Farmville, Va., and Loren Eugene 
Jordan, Hampton, Ga., the Bryan Fel- 
lows. These men are graduates of Da- 
vidson Coilege, Hampden-Sydney and 
Erskine College, respectively. 

Upon graduation Mr. Newton and Mr, 
Jordan will defer their graduate studies, 
the former going to be pastor at 
Waynesboro, Ga., and the latter at 
Effingham, S. C. 

The annual ministers’ week at Colum- 
bia, scheduled for April 21-26, will be 
featured by the lectures of Groves 
Howard Cartledge, dean of the faculty 
and head of the chemistry department 
at King College. Dr. Cartledge will 
speak on “Some Contributions of 
Science to Belief.”” The noted Czech 
theologian, Joseph L. Hromadka, now 
at Princeton Seminary, will deliver six 
lectures on “The Gospel and _ the 
Church,”’ while Columbia’s new theology 
professor, Felix B. Gear, will speak on 
“An Empirical Philosopher Wrestles 
with Religious Questions.’’ Cecil A. 
Thompson, also of the Columbia faculty, 
will lead a series of discussions on the 
problems of the country church. 





The Situation in Germany 
By REINHOLD NIEBUHR 





Edinburgh.—tThe British public is be- 
coming increasingly exercised over the 
situation in Germany where the cold 
winter is augmenting the already wide- 
spread misery. 

I have just at- 
tended a mass meet- 
ing in Edinburgh in 
which a public de- 
mand was made 
upon the govern- 
ment to hasten the 
economic recon- 
struction of Ger- 
many, One speaker, 
a member of parlia- 
ment,demanded 
that the ‘‘level of industry plan,’’ which 
restricts German steel production to 
such a low figure that it will not sup- 
port the most basic requirements of Ger- 
man industry, be given up. 

A prominent publisher reported on a 
recent trip to Germany and described 
the mass misery. particularly the evils 
resulting from overcrowding. The over- 
crowding has been aggravated by the 
continued expulsions from the east. 

These expulsions, conducted in sub- 
zero weather in unheated box cars have 
been particularly trying. In a recent 
train-load of expellees thirty died of the 
cold and hundreds suftered from frost 
bite. 

At Christmas time, Bishop Dibelius of 
Berlin petitioned the allied commanders 
to stop the expulsions during the winter. 
This petition has now been granted, but 
not until another month of expulsions 
added to the tales of horror, and finally 
so aroused public opinion in this country 
that the expulsions have been postponed 


Dr, Niebuhr 


until spring. 

One of the British weeklies devoted 
pages of pictures to the conditions on 
these trains. The charge is frequently 
heard that the whole policy has been 
borrowed from Hitler and is hardly 
more humane than his. 

I am reminded, when [ read these 
British protests, that last summer, on 
my visit to Germany, one of our relief 
officers described our efforts to mitigate 
the inhumanity of the policy of expul- 
sions and then added: “But whatever 
we do, the whole program is frightful 
and some day we will regard our accept- 
ance of the policy at Potsdam as one of 
the darkest deeds in our history.”’ 

Everyone has been surprised that the 
suicide rate has not been higher in Ger- 
many, considering the conditions. But 
it is now steadily mounting. There were 
200 suicides in Berlin alone in the 
month of January. 

It is barely possible that the Moscow 
conference will achieve the economic 
unity of Germany and lay the foundation 
of her economic revival. But if it fails 
we must not hesitate to open trade 
channels between Germany and the 
western world and to do everything pos- 
sible to bring about the restoration of 
German social health, 

The present situation is unbearable. 
We are not only violating every dictate 
of humanity by allowing present condi- 
tions to exist; we are also defying every 
counsel of political prudence. Nothing 
but evil can grow in the morass of 
misery into which Germany has been 
sinking. 


(Copyright 1947, by RNS.) 
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In a penetrating analysis of the ‘‘service’’ motive and tts expression, 
here are some pretty serious things to be thinking about— 


Solid---A Dubitation 


By DELL B. WILSON* 


F I WERE brilliant as Dr. Foreman and knew my Bible 

as well as he, I could think up a title for this and a 

text arrestingly contemporary from one of the modern 
translations. If I had the scholarly dignity and rich years 
of some of our white haired (or hairless) ministers, I 
might call it a meditation. But since I know my Bible very 
little and am simply a befuddled middle-aged layman, I can- 
not promise any form for my thoughts at all. 

They rose like blood to a cold shower when I read a 
column by Westbrook Pegler at breakfast the other morn- 
ing. I avoid columnitis. There’s too much to read already. 
And I’ve always felt Pegler was hard-boiled, possibly cock- 
sure and warped by the life a columnist must lead in Wash- 
ington. His style, on the rare occasions when I’ve read 
him, alternately tickled and irritated me, and while his 
point of view was often antiseptically realistic, it was some- 
tmes too facile, and nearly always he spoke with the three- 
quarter truth of cynicism. I still think these things. 


A Good Look at “Contributions” 


He was on labor the other morning. General Eisenhower 
had commended labor for its ‘contribution’? to the war 
effort. Pegler said labor hadn’t ‘contributed’ anything 
in the common sense that a contribution is a free gift. 
Labor did what they had to do because they had to do it, 
were very well paid, and some received marginal coin in 
self-satisfaction and presidential commendation. Some just 
natchelly liked to work anyway. The only people who ac- 
tually ‘‘contributed”’ to the war effort (and this comes at 
the end of the column), were ‘‘those who faced the enemy 
in combat, and nobody on the so-called ‘home front,’ which 
was no front at all, deserves any share of their laurels, 

. those little neighborhood boys, the marines of Guad- 
alcanal and Peleliu.” 

With this I do not think anyone will disagree. 

In between, before he gets to this conclusion, Pegler 
scrutinizes so-called ‘‘contributions” in various fields, their 
accompanying increments, and he finds the score even. He 
accepts Einstein (‘‘a posturing old fellow delighting in a 
show of homely and spectacular modesty, troubled delight- 
fully by pilgrims who come to touch the frazzles of his 
sweater jacket—’’) as a scientist, but finds him overpaid as 
a cosmic philosopher and sage. The alternate course to 
the late President Roosevelt’s life would have had to be 
suicide, since he simply did what he was fitted to do, gloried 
in doing, and he more than loved the extra dividends. 
Then come some cracks at “contributions” in the arts— 
music, writing—writers especially. What he says about 
smut in contemporary fiction needs to be said. Then comes 
the sentence which dislodged these comments: 

“Selfishness, ambition and self-expression are the only 
driving forces . . with the additional ones, in war time, 
of hatred, revenge and fear.” 

I like people who jog up my thinking even when I don’t 
completely agree with them, and I’ve mulled over that 
statement at odd moments since. He apparently feels that 
no contribution—free gift—is such unless it is made with- 
out any thought of return whatever—unless it is selfless. 
He suggests that while one side of our occupational tapes- 
tries is finished and presentable, the other side can be quite 
stringy. 

I'd rather not think about it that way. As a determined 
idealist, I'd prefer to think of all lives of service as being 
like my best table cloth—so pretty all the way through I 
never can decide whether to turn up the satiny-side-and- 
lull or the dull-side-and-satiny. 


*Mrs. Henry Wilson, Morganton, N. C. 


I tried to apply his condemnation to my own work (I’m 
teaching English and doing guidance work in a small high 
school this winter), and I had to admit that selfishness, 
ambition and self-expression were pretty well mixed in 
my motivation. They are in writing this piece. 


Not Even the Ministry 


It seemed to me that even the ministry is not immune 
to the perils of those three drives. Not selfishness; I do 
not think any spiritual leader would get far with much 
of that, but ambition .? self-expression .? What 
per cent of our ministers are unalloyed with these? Think 
hard and tell me. 

I once asked a preacher, ‘‘Is there such a thing as ec- 
clesiastical ambition?’ I really was concerned to know. 

‘“‘We-ell,” he grinned evasively, ‘‘there’s such a thing 
as ambition . . !” 

I think most ministers realize these dangers and guard 
against them, but the public—the Southern Presbyterian 
public, at least, which sometimes fawns upon its divines 
with wistful sychophance—makes it hard for them. I have 
an irreverent friend who once said he’d either like to be 
a Negro preacher or a Catholic priest—that both received 
the best of everything from their constituents. He might 
have added ‘or a Southern Presbyterian white minister 
with a prominent church and a couple of degrees.” 

Well, what of it? What's wrong with a two-way current 
—service, joy; joy, service? That’s what we’ve been taught 
to expect, isn’t it? Marginal or intrinsic satisfaction is 
legitimate and anyway it’s unavoidable. Pegler’s a cynic 
or an impractical idealist. 

I do not think, however, that, leaving out selfishness, 
Pegler was finding fault with ambition and self-expression 
per se. I do not think any psychologist or psychiatrist 
would regard them as other than normal drives when kept 
within bounds. What Pegler condemned was people’s sail- 
ing under false colors—passing for doing selfless, noble 
service when as a matter of fact they are having a perfectly 
grand mundane time. 

Certainly until very recently we heard more about the 
drudgeries and sacrifices of the ministry than we did about 
its compensations, and I’m not just thinking of the pri- 
mary spiritual rewards so rightfully held up to youth by 
any who recruit our ministry. I’m thinking of the pres- 
tige, the delightful intellectual level and circles of friend- 
ship, the fun of studying, the exultation of public address. 
(I know preachers whom people go to hear as they do great 
violinists, for sheer enjoyment and amazement at virtuosity. 
Protestants who elevate the sermon to prime importance in 
worship must expect this. Kierkegaard has _ pertinent 
things to say about it.) 

I thought then of that small group—the few there are— 
who could not come under those nouns of accusation. We 
might brush off Pegler’s criticism if it weren’t for them— 
the selfless, unambitious, unselfseeking few who, completely 
unaccusing themselves, accuse us by what they are—and 
if it were not for their supreme Example, and ours. They 
aren't all in high places. these solid ones, though some 
of them are. We all know them—the bedrock, foursquare 
granite on which every chureh and the whole Church is 
built. 


Characteristics Which Mark Them 
How do they get that way? We know the answers. You 
suggest them. I can mention a few of their characteristics 
not all the main ones, perhaps. They live close to Christ, 


they are humble, they are on duty constantly and avail- 
ably, though they wouldn’t think of it as duty. They are 
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distinguished by a certain serenity and composure. They 
aren’t always rushing off to fulfil something because they’ve 
found that in doing so they are as apt as not to miss a 
knock on the door. They are busy, certainly, always, but 
with a suspendable sort of busyness—no tapping of blot- 
ters or lunges in the swivel chair, and angels unawares do 
not surprise them. The contribution of their ministry is a 
free gift and marginal compensations do not get in their 
way since they’ve never thought of anything as belonging 
to them anyway. 

I believe in the necessity of the church’s participating 
in its age; I would not for a minute belittle the value of 
its broad organization, or advocate a ministry of sitters. 
At the same time there is danger that in the big busi- 
ness which the modern church has become the individual 
minister may get on the wrong track, fail to see the 
woods for the trees and lose himself and his individual 
ministry, just as a doctor may in his field, or a teacher. 

I have heard some of them talk in the last few years: 

“Never mind the classes,”” a hard boiled PhD. advises 
a neophyte. ‘Publish something!’’ 

I have heard more than one minister (not my own) 
complain in semi-private groups of certain importunate 
suppliants for their pastoral care as pains in the neck. I’m 
sure their patience was much tried. But I do not think 
a remark like that should get past the study prayer rug 
or the ecclesiastical bedroom. 

An eminent churchman sighed to me, ‘‘Ho—hum. 

I can’t think of anything more dreadful than running an 
Agony Column—Dorothy Dix sort of stuff. I get these 
requests sometimes, of course, in the course of my writ- 
ing. But one can’t do it, really. One just can’t.” I didn’t 
press the matter for I thought he knew what he was talk- 
ing about, but I wondered for what great erudition and 
learning, eloquence and insight are bestowed if not for an- 
swering knocks on the door. 

A sensitive and intelligent woman I knew was interested 
in meeting one of our outstanding ministers. She had a 
line of thought on which she honestly wanted some un- 
tangling, but she was a timid soul and when, at a confer- 
ence, she actually met the great man, he shunted her by 
with such practiced, punctilious and hearty perfunctori- 
ness that she felt repelled. I felt some sympathy for him, 


With new attention focused on Greece it is 
instructive to have information telling that— 
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veteran of many a convocation—less for her who could 
have followed through. But when she went back home 
she wrote me what seemed a very true thing: 

“It is not necessary to fall all over yourself in meeting 
people. But one should never acknowledge an introduction 
perfunctorily. For a moment you are permitted to salute 
another human being—a complex of residues, inheritances, 
quirks, of depths and tragedies, secret hells and wistful 
ambitions. One should deal with these gently.”’ 


There Is a Word for It 


Even to us who are befuddled, however, in our penny- 
pinching munificence, ‘‘comes wisdom by the awful grace of 
God.”’ His purpose doesn’t always fit our little blue-prints. 
In my own work at school, for example, as the newness 
wears off there is both less and more to hold me. Things 
are more grubby, but one becomes a better workman, more 
desirous of imparting authentic help, more desirous of 
giving. More solid. That’s the word! Our boys and girls 
say it—and don’t think they don’t know!—of a person 
they respect and trust completely. ‘‘He’s solid.’’ 

I have had occasion more than once in the last few years 
to marvel at the wide relevance of that passage in C. S. 
Lewis’ ‘‘The Pilgrim’s Regress’’—magnificent in literary 
as well as spiritual beauty—where John and the pilgrims 
come down to the shore and at last John sees the island 
(I’ve always supposed it is heaven), ‘‘and it began to seem 
well to him that the island should be different from his 
desires, and so different that, if he had known it, he would 
not have sought it.’”’ 

Real values are seldom just as we expect them to be. 


Our earthly treasuries may prove undependable coin. - 


Maybe that is why so many people, even in the Bible, when 
confronted with Divinity in one form or another hid their 
faces or took refuge in hiding. The solid people don’t 
have to re-arrange their values, never having bothered 
much with dividends one way or the other. “It’s the lit- 
tle people,’’ Lewis says somewhere else, ‘‘the sensitive, pas- 
sionate, weak people who find double quick they need Him 
badly enough. It’s All for them or nothing.”’ 

Now, some of you scholars, take this and work it over 
into a suitable meditation. 


Science Rediscovers Christianity 


E READ in “Aktine” (the organ of the Christian 

Union of Scientific Men in Greece) that a declara- 

tion has been signed by 181 scientists, artists and 
men of letters. Hardly any of the signatories are active 
Christians and few of them are members of the Christian 
Union of Scientific Men. If one considers the prewar -at- 
mosphere of the Balkan universities, the following state- 
ment is an important step forward. This is a summary 
of the statement: 

“We, the undersigned, regard it as our duty to declare 
publicly our convictions concerning the course which should 
be taken by the Greek people in their attitude to the great, 
basic problems of life, if they are to overcome their pres- 
ent difficulties and to achieve the physical and spiritual 
regeneration of Greece 

‘1. The future of humanity in general, and of Greece 
in particular, depends primarily on laying spiritual foun- 
dations which are irue and firm. Only thus can a genuine 
civilization exist. 

“2. It is impossible to lay such foundations, unless con- 
temporary mankind makes use of the values preserved in 
the Christian faith. 

“2 The abandonment of Christian values would also 


conflict with the results of genuine scientific research into 
the basic problems of human life, when this research is 
conducted in a genuine and unbiased scientific spirit. In 
the exact physical and biological science as in other sciences, 
it is now established that there is no scientific foundation 
for the attempt to refute Christianity through science. 

“4. The series of failures and disappointments charac- 
terising the last few years have revealed the need for 
the complete reconstruction of political and social life on 
a basis of justice and morality; this need can be fulfilled 
only when the lives of individuals, and the life of the com- 
munity, are inspired by Christian faith, and the moral driv- 
ing-power derived from that faith. 

“5. Finally, unless education is founded on Christian 
values, it is bound to lead to failure, spiritual malnutrition 
and a crippled moral condition. 

“These conclusions of ours coincide with the general 
tendency in modern science and modern thought, as shown 


in the rtterances of first-rank scientists and religious think- 
ers all over the world. Whatever may have been trust 
in the past. science and art today know how to appreciate 
the Chri. tian taith and its unconquerable creative power.” 


—I. C. P. I. S. Geneva. 
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This ‘‘under 40’” group in every church wants to do things—can do things— 
and here and there in aggressive congregations they are doing things 


Singles and Doubles on the Double 


By THOMAS 


FULL PROGRAM of work has been mapped out for 

the Singles and Doubles (Young Adult) Class of 

Ginter Park Presbyterian Church, Richmond, Vir- 
ginia. A 14-project report was submitted to the class at 
a recent business meeting. The report was drafted by 
the S. and D. projects committee, and supplemented pro- 
jects already undertaken by the class. Among the latter 
were sponsorship of a Boy Scout troop and aiding a family 
at Christmastime. 

Members of the class were given an opportunity to desig- 
nate at least three of the projects in which they were in- 
terested and wished to participate, as well as to suggest 
aditional ones. In this way the projects committee hopes 
to engage the active interest of each member and pro- 
spective member of the class. 


Work for Everybody 


It was suggested that separate committees be set up 
and made responsible for the success of each project, and 
that every member of the class stand ready to cooperate 
with any committee as requested. 

The projects, which have been submitted to the church 
session for approval, include: 

1. Adopting orphans of one cottage at Lynchburg Orphan- 
age (for partial support). 

2. Serving dinner to the Men-of-the-Church twice a year. 

3. Sponsoring as a Sunday school extension project the 
formation of a young adult group in a near-by residential 
development. 

4. Contacting all new young adults attending the morn- 
ing church service and inviting them to become members 
of the class. 

5. Remembering sick and bereaved members with flow- 
ers, and recognizing births and other important events in 
the lives of our members. 

6. Securing mothers to help with the nursery provided for 
children of parents attending church. 

7. Developing a visitation program, acquainting members 
with one another, increasing membership, and encouraging 
better attendance. 

8. Compiling a prospectus of all organizations, activities, 
and services provided or sponsored by the church. 


*On the staff of the Associated Press and a member of 
this class. 


J. JOHNSON* 


9. Publishing periodically a news bulletin for class mem- 
bers and prospects. (This already is being done occasion- 
ally.) 

10. Sponsoring a city-wide young adult meeting, ban- 
quet, or dinner, giving an opportunity for members of all 
Presbyterian young adult groups of Richmond to come to- 
gether for fellowship, inspiration, and information. 

11. Arranging regularly, on a weekly or twice-monthly 
basis, some recreational activity such as bowling, skating, 
ete. 


In the Homes of Members 


12. Sponsoring occasional week-night meetings of 
groups, in different members’ homes, for the purpose of con- 
tinuing the class discussion on an informal basis. 

13. Sponsoring a young adult community camp. This 
would be a week end or week-long camping experience for 
young adult families, either on a class basis or on a city- 
wide basis for members of Presbyterian young adult groups 
of Richmond. 

14. Arranging and conducting special worship programs 
for Sunday morning class meetings. 

The report of the projects committee was presented re- 
cently at a spaghetti supper meeting which was attended by 
some 65 members and guests. 

The guest speaker at the supper meeting was Mrs. John 
H. Marion, wife of the director of the new Assembly’s Com- 
mittee on Christian Relations. Mrs. Marion is a member 
of the faculty of Richmond Professional Institute. She 
spoke on “A Blueprint for a Happy Marriage.”’ 

The class had its largest attendance on a recent Sunday, 
when 54 members and prospective members were present. 

Roy A. Hogrefe, associate director of adult work for the 
denomination and an elder in the Ginter Park church, is 
chairman of the projects committee, and the Rev. Aubrey N. 
Brown, editor of THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, is the 
class teacher. 


EDITORS’ NOTE—Young adults like these will hold a 
significant conference at Montreat next August 7-10—first 
of its kind in the church. At that meeting experiences will 
be exchanged and important plans for the future of this 
movement will be made. Every church should plan to send 
one or more wide-awake representatives. 





|. You Can’t Say That! 


The screen adaptation of ‘*Captain from Castile’’ 
has presented a problem because the major villain 
in the novel, Father De Lora, is a cruel and corrupt 
priest of the Spanish Inquisition. Accordinz 
to the Rev. John J. Devlin, Hollywood representa- 
tive of the Legion of Decency, the studio was 
warned . that it was not acceptable to the (Ro- 
man Catholic) Chureh. ‘‘The treatment of the in- 
quisition has (now) been toned down verv much,”’ 
Father Devlin explained. *‘Father De Lora apnears 
very briefly and is no longer shown to be cruel. A 
bribe whieh the inquisitor took in the novel is ex- 
plained as an outright gift in the scenario.” 
Hollywood dispatch to the New York Times, Dec>m- 
ber 15, 1946. 


---Or Can You? 


‘““The sereen must be free to portray faithfully 
and to explore intelligently the whole realm of hu- 
man knowledge and activity. It must be free from 
repression and it must be free from reprisal. It 
must be free from pronaganda. Only a free sereen 
truly reflects free institutions and the lives of free 
people. The screen must be free as the free press, 
free radio, freedom of thought. action, expression 
and religion. Vest the screen with freedom’s armor 
so it ean truly battle for free people and institu- 
tions.’’-—-Eric Johnston. president of the Motion 
Picture Association, in New York Times, same day, 
adjoining column. 


With apologies to the New Republic. 
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EDITORIAL 


There’s a Great Day Coming 





Friends of Presbyterian reunion will 
take heart at the encouraging report 
issued recently from Cincinnati (OUT- 
LOOK, Mar. 24), telling of unanimous 
agreement between the drafting com- 
mittees of the two denominations as a 
plan was completed by which US and 
USA Presbyterians might be drawn to- 
gether again. Committee leaders indi- 
eate that the far-reaching changes will 
be made known to the church before the 
meeting of the General Assembly in May. 

It will not be surprising to our readers 
to discover that we feel the procedure 
which is being recommended by these 
two committees is extremely wise. We 
discussed it at length in editorials last 
May 13. In following weeks we carried 
excerpts from numerous leaders from 
over the church approving such a pro- 
posal. Of course we are glad to see the 
committee follow what seems to so many 
to be wise strategy. 

The plan will be submitted to the As- 
sembly with the recommendation that it 
be forwarded to the presbyteries “for 
study and comment.’ This is good, It 
will then, that having had one 
plan distributed throughout 
the church, there will be an opportunity 
for more careful study of the new plan 
with all its features. This 


mean, 
proposed 


courtesy 
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would hardly be denied any committee 
of the Assembly. Therefore we should 
look for a meeting of the Assembly in 
which there will be practically no debate 
on the reunion issue. No one could 
reasonably object to granting the op- 
portunity of study and the privilege of 
making suggestions about the plan to 
any presbytery or group in the church, 
Everyone will want to see that this is 
done. 

Then, with that study season as a 
background, we can tell what course to 
pursue, knowing that the whole question 
is not a question of IF; it is simply, 
when. The day is coming when these 
great bodies of Presbyterians will unite 
their praise, their prayers and their de- 
voted service. 


How Much Do Annuitants Get? 


One of the most difficult jobs in the 
church has been that of helping people 
generally come to a satisfactory under- 
standing of the policies and principles 
of the Ministers’ Annuity Fund which 
was set in operation several years ago. 
Each year, questions are raised and 
overtures are presented asking this or 
recommending that—usually well out- 
side the possibilities of the provisions of 
the carefully conducted fund. 

We have often wanted to know (and 
never asked till now) how much, under 
the working of the plan, is actually paid 
a minister who claims the MAF benefits. 
Of course, the minimum is $50 per 
month, but for one reason or another, 
many ministers are unable to claim the 
full benefits. Some have served in other 


denominations, transferring to our 
church later in their ministry. In some 
such cases contributions are received 
from their former fund to bring the 


amount up to $50. Some are drawing 
less than $50 per month if they were 
ordained late in life and were unable 
to render the full term of service—35 
years. Anyway, for one reason or an- 
other, the actual payments of annuities 
to 172 men on the basis of age retire- 
ment, according to our last figures, are 
as follows: 


131—-$50 per month 
21—$40-$49 1—$22.02 
16—$26-$3 1—$19.64 
1—$25.71 1— $12.32 
Eighteen disability retirements re- 
ceive: 
2—$50 3—$30-$36 


9—$42-$49 4—$25-$29 


New World—or New Car? 
Southern Presbyterians have a great 


challenge in the way of an Easter Sun- 
day offering—an average of about $1 
each, including those who come to 
church only on Sundays and some who 
don’t get there even then—for the dis- 
tressing needs of war relief in 
and Asia. 


Europe 
People want an opportunity 
to give to this cause. They should not 
only be allowed to do so, they should 
be encouraged and inspired to do it. 
If the average is to be maintained some 
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people will have to go well beyond it, 

Monday Morning, the Presbyterian, 
USA, weekly for ministers, has a story 
which needs re-telling: 

“In a small church in the Southwest, 
the pastor was considerably surprised to 
find that a check for $1,000 had been 
received for the Restoration Fund from 
a man who was known not to have an 
abundance of this world’s goods. Fear- 
ing it would work hardship on the 
man’s family, the pastor decided to talk 
with him. Quietly, the donor explained 
that the check represented his Savings 
over a considerable period of time go 
that he might purchase a new car, but 
when the appeal was made to save mil- 
lions of starving folk and to send the 
gospel into areas where churches and 
all Christian literature had been de- 
stroyed, he felt the need for restor- 
ing a war-devastated world was far 


greater than was his need for replacing 
his car.” 


GUEST EDITORS 


Lunatics Never Unite 





It was visitors day in a large state 
hospital. A social service worker was 
being shown around the asylum and his 
heart ached at the plight of these poor 
people. In one ward, however, his com- 
passion was mixed with fear. About one 
hundred husky, wild-eyed inmates stared 
menacingly at the visitors, while only 
two rather inoffensive-looking guards 
stood by seemingly unaware of the po- 
tential danger. The visitor asked his 
guide cautiously: 

“Do you think two guards are enough 
to hold these fellows in check if they all 
ganged up against them?”’ 

The guide grinned goodnaturedly, and 
then chuckled. ‘‘Why, there’s no danger 
of that. Don’t you realize that lunatics 
never unite?”—-MEANNA CHESTER- 
TON-MANGLE. 


At low tide there are multitudes of 
separated pools along the shore. At 
high tide they are brought together and 
the little distinctions are lost in the 
splendid union of the powerful flood.— 
NR. €..C. g. 





| HE SECRET of Lent is this: the 
T prophetic spirit is revived. Like 
an Isaiah and a Jeremiah, we 
| are awed by the vision of God which 
helps to save us from our sins of the 
spirit. We are saved, by the grace 
of God, from such sins as a careless 
acceptance of the good or a callous 
acceptance of the bad. In the 
Lenten season the churches must 
create in the minds of men and 
women an honesty of mind and an 
integrity of spirit without which the 
peace will be jettisoned. The time 
has indeed come for judgment to 
begin in the House of God!—WORLD 
ALLIANCE NEWS LETTTR. 
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QUESTIONS FROM THE CAMPUS 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“Where is wisdom to be found?” Job 
28:1. 


HE TEAM of visiting religionists 

was being briefed for Religious 

Emphasis Week. A group of stu- 
dents was attempting to give the visitors 
some idea of conditions on the university 
campus, especially with regard to ques- 
tions the students were asking—‘‘hot 
spots” of problems and practice. A list 
of some of these should interest readers 
of this paper. 

Is religion real? On many a campus, 
churches border the university on every 
side but their geographical situation is 
symbolic: religion is peripheral rather 
than central, There may not be even 
a “department” of religion in the uni- 
versity proper. The situation is typical 
of education in Ameria generally; re- 
ligion may be even kept out by statute, 
and students coming up in the system 
may well wonder: if education, which 
professes to fit us for life, leaves religion 
to the margins of its curriculum, does 
religion have any reality worth investi- 
gating, anything vital which we need? 

Is religion intellectually respectable? 
Off the campus this question may be 
asked less pointedly, but the question is 
there too. Can an educated man remain 
a Christian? Since a great many edu- 
cators, or at least writers of books read 
by the educated, assume or affirm that 
religion is fundamentally a self-delusion, 
no wonder youth asks the question. 
Perhaps the churches are somewhat to 
blame, Unless we are willing to affirm 
what goes beyond proof, we can- 
not know the meaning of faith; yet if 
we affirm what can be easily disproved 
(as is too often done) we invite suspi- 
cion of ignorance, if not worse. 

Is there an ethical absolute? Lost in 
a sea of uncertainties, young people 
would like to know if there is anything 
they ought to do, no matter what. Is 
there meaning in the word “ought” at 
all? Is ethics a matter of taste about 
which there is no disputing? The gen- 
eral impression one derives from con- 
tacts with thinking young people is not 
that they want to get away from ethical 
absolutes but that on the contrary they 
would be glad to discover some—at 
least one! Young people of former gen- 
erations may have been appalled by the 
iron fences of obligation reared all 
around them. Young people of the pres- 
ent day, in a world where all fences are 
down, miss the fences and want to know 
if there are not real boundary-lines 
somewhere. 

Is the world coming to an end? Col- 
lege youth do not put the question in 
that way, as it might be put in church. 
They would express it this way: How 
long till the Atomic War begins? They 
know that when that war starts, if it 


does, it will mean the end of the world 
as the past ten generations have known 
it. Education ‘‘prepares us for life,’’-— 
but can we be assured of a lifetime? Is 
the final cataclysm in our time inevi- 
table, or is there something we can do 
about it? From this basic question stem 
many others. Young people on the 
campus ask about world federation, 
about international law, about race re- 
lations, about labor problems, with a 
fervor their fathers did not know and 
often do not understand. For they see, 
as their fathers did not, that such prob- 
lems, and the attitude of thinking 
persons toward them, have a direct bear- 
ing on the length of time the world may 
yet continue. 

And the perennial question is still be- 
ing asked: What about ourselves? Every 
human being is a problem to himself, 
and never more so than in youth, To 
understand the world is one aim of edu- 
cation, but that understanding has to 
begin at the world’s center, which for 
each person is himself. All other ques- 


tions have this personal reference. If 


they ask about drink (and they do) it 
is not ‘Is drinking wrong?” but “Why 
should (or shouldn’t) I drink?” If they 
ask about dating, it is not because of 
mere psychological interest in a sociol- 
ogical phenomenon. If they ask about 
the church, they are usually thinking 
about the little church in the wildwood 
back home, 

So with that other perennial question: 
GOD. Young people on campus or off 
will talk theology by the hour, with or 
without benefit of clergy. But the real 
question is at root never a theoretical 
one, but the ancient cry, How can I find 


him? How can I make sure he is real 
to me? How can I come to terms with 
him? 


Older people find it hard to believe 
that youth is serious. Conscious of our 
ignorance, we are tempted to treat them 
like children and to put off their ques- 
tions. But we must not be deceived. 
The jangle of the juke joints, the prattle 
at the proms, will not drown out the 
questions youth is really asking. If we 
expect to deal seriously with the future, 
with destiny, then we must deal seri- 
ously with youth, for they are the fu- 
ture. Full of fun they may be; but they 
are not always in fun. 











PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Begin September, January, June or July 
Standard Freshman and Sophomore Courses 
leading to A. A. or A. S. Degree. 
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CHURCH NEWS 


U. of Ala. Students 
Hear T. Z. Koo Speak 


Alabama News Letter 





University of Alabama students, in 
one of their infrequent general convoca- 
tions, heard T. Z. Koo, secretary of the 
World Student Christian Federation, on 
some of the choices before them. He 
pointed to (1) the jungle level of life 
when man grabs what he can, when he 
can; (2) the ethical level of being good 
to those who are good to you, with jus- 
tice to your enemy; and held out for 
(3) the spiritual level of life, putting 
content into ‘‘love thy neighbor as thy- 
self.’ 


U. of Ala. Students Start 
Building Fund With $100 


University students have started off 
the movement toward an adequate Pres- 
byterian center. With a lot assigned on 
the university campus and an agreement 
which looks toward the building of a 
center on an “‘Avenue of Faith” just off 
Thomas Street, these Tuscaloosa stu- 
dents chipped in $100 to get going. 
Malcom MclIver is the minister to the 
group, leading a well-rounded program 
amid difficulties in a single room in the 
Union Building. 


Bishop Garber Urges Greater 
Sharing in Needs of Europe 


American Christians ought to let 
European churchmen know that they 
feel deeply with them in the struggle 
that has been made to keep the church 
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alive during the German domination, 
Methodist Bishop Paul N. Garber, of 
Switzerland, told Birmingham church 
people recently. He reports that “slight 
gestures of friendship such as food and 
clothing are met with enthusiastic re- 
sponses from the people of Europe.’’ 
The packed-out audience in the City 
Auditorium where he spoke was told 
that the Methodist Church has added 
10,000 new members in Poland since 
that country’s liberation, despite the fact 
that a Communist government domi- 
nates the land. 


Trinity Church, Montgomery, 
Sponsors New Colonizing Church 


When the Capitol Heights church of 
Montgomery was organized February 28, 
many of the charter members came from 
Trinity church. They came with the 
blessing and encouragement of their 
pastor, Henry Edward (Jeb) Russell, 
who lent the new movement all support. 
Wilds S. DuBose, Trinity’s assistant pas- 
tor, is pastor at Capitol Heights. 
Colonizing has been twice emphasized in 
the past year in out-lying sections of 
Montgomery with the First church spon- 
soring the new Memorial church of 
which Cecil Lawter is the first pastor. 


Miscellany 


Mobile Presbyterians converged on 
Gulfport recently to bid Godspeed to a 
group of Orient-bound missionaries. 

. At the request of the synod’s re- 
ligious education committee, Mrs. John 
MeMillan, of Stockton, is serving as 
voluntary consultant on children’s work, 
visiting churches of the presbytery to 
encourage better organization and teach- 
ing methods. . . As a direct result of 
the enthusiasm developed at the Atlanta 
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school of evangelism, John F. Elliott 
and the laymen of Wylam church, Bir- 
mingham, have secured 53 new members 
in recent weeks, with 35 of these coming 
on profession of faith. Elliott and his 
people celebrated the fifth anniversary 
of his pastorate on March 2, announcing 
$11,000 on the building fund to date, 
; . Bessemer’s First church will have 
the Guilford College choir from North 
Carolina in a sacred concert Friday eve- 
ning, April 4, in its only appearance in 
this area. Members of the Lay- 
man’s League heard Claud A. Calcote, 
presbytery superintendent of home mis- 
sions, call for the abandoning of “‘hired 
evangelism for the more fruitful plan 
of lay-witnessing in church-sponsored 
outposts,” in a recent meeting. Aggres- 
sive Elder Frank A. Peake, of Fairfield 
Highlands church, is president of the 
league this year. Mrs. Joseph §. 
Mansfield, wife of the superintendent of 
the Brother Bryan Community Center, 
Birmingham’s rescue mission, died sud- 
denly after her regular day of teaching 
in one of the grade schools, March 16. 
. Five Birmingham pastors are as- 
sisting Al Mathes in a pre-Easter series 
at South Highland church. . . . Handley 
Memorial church, Birmingham, where 
Herbert L. Laws has been pastor (now 
at Valdosta, Ga.) is being supplied by 
Harry J. Sarkis, Presbyterian minister 
and professor of history at Howard Col- 
lege. Add three new children of 
the manse: Elizabeth Ann Mathes, 
Jonesboro, Ga., February 18; Helen 
Rebecca Spragens, Stockton, Ala., Feb- 
ruary 24: and John Bryson McCain, 
Shades Valley, Birmingham, March 3. 


HARRY H. BRYAN. 
Bessemer, 


Alabama Episcopalians 
Ask About FC Policies 


When the Alabama Episcopal diocese 
raised certain questions of policy re- 
garding the Federal Council of 
Churches, with particular regard to la 
bor-management affairs, asking for 4 
clarification of the council’s position on 
such matters, Beverly M. Boyd, coun- 
cil staff member was on hand to answer. 

“The Federal Council of Churches is 
not communistic unless its 25 member 
denominations are,’”’ he said. 

Dr. Boyd, who is executive secretary 
of the department of Christian and so- 
cial relations and an Episcopalian, said 
interest in industry is nothing new to 
the 38-year-old council. ‘The church’s 
primary concern is its people,’’ he ex- 
plained. ‘‘There are Christian laymen 
in unions and as industrial leaders. 
Therefore, it should be possible, with- 
out taking sides, to bring about better 
relations through Christian principles.” 

There is no thrill or joy in merely 
doing that which anyone can do. 

It is always safe to assume, not that the 
old wev is wrong, but that there may be 
a better way.-—Henry R. Harrower 
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The Artist paints four mural scenes in the Great Hall of the seventy story R. C. A. building in New York City  \ 
portraying the longings and the conquests of man. Exhibiting the material progress of the race in the first three pic- 
tures, the English artist, Frank Brongwyn, in the fourth mural, emphasizes the supreme message of the ages. 


ene Contemplate his Picture. Drink deep of its Message. 


The Statesman Woodrow Wilson: “Our civilization cannot have a different application now that the war is over. There 
of survive materially unless it is redeemed spiritually.” must be an unconditional surrender to God's will and guid- 


> ; ance.” 
la The Merchant John Wanamaker “In these days of un- 


zz certainties, men and women are apt to decide questions from The Scientist Michael Pupin: “Science admits that the 
on the standpoint of expediency rather than on the eternal prin- 


: ™ magic of these two primordial powers (heat and electricity) 
ciples laid down by God Himself. cannot unaided purge the soul of man and eliminate the poi- 
un- The Political Leader Daniel Webster: “If we abide by sons which corrupt his spiritual life. Another moving Power 
the principles taught in the Bible our country will go on pros- is sorely needed which can penetrate more deeply than the 
3 is pering and to prosper; but if we and our posterity neglect its MSVINE: POW of even the infinitely minute electrons into the 

instruction and authority no man can tell how sudden’ a depths of the human heart. This need was recognized near- 

ber catastrophe may overwhelm us and bury our glory in pro- ly 2,000 years ago when our Saviour revealed the greatest mov- 

found obscurity.” ; ing power in the world and commanded us to love the Lord 

, our God and to love our neighbors as ourselves. . . The vic- 

ary The Editor David Lawrence: “We have heard the term torious triumph of the moving power of love which Christ 
so- ‘unconditional surrender’ during the war. It can and must discovered will be the greatest triumph of the power age.” 

said ' ; ; 

oe The Presbyterian Church exists to proclaim His message of the love and power of the Sovereign God. 


sh’s Our Institutions of Christian Higher Education were erected and are sustained to teach these truths and to ‘prepare 


those who, through their lips and lives, will teach others also. 
nen 


ers. Think on these things. Pray for your Church. Support its Institutions. 
ith- 
tter Presbyterian Church in the United States 

= Christian Higher Education 

Rev. Wade H. Boggs, D. D., Secretary, 410 Urban Building, Louisville 2, Kentucky 





rely 
the 
yr be 




















12 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





Letters to the Editors 





Negroes’ Valor, Devotion to Duty Praised 





Appreciation Is Needed 


To the Editors: 

I was disappointed to read in the March 
10th OUTLOOK Francis Gum's observa- 
tions upon the performance of Negro 
troops in the European Theatre in the 
recent conflict. Publicly to cast aspersions 
upon the performance of any group in 
the war is rather presumptuous, but when 
generalizations are made upon the basis 
of limited experience and limited facts, 
such an act is intolerant and unworthy 
of a Christian. 

I have heard the same facts brought 
forward time and again, to picture, in an 
unfavorable light, the behavior of the Ne- 
gro soldier in the E. T. O. I saw Negro 
soldiers going with white girls too. The 
story that is not told is that of the over- 
willingness of the white girls to encour- 
age such relationships. Certain unfortu- 
nate instances, as Gum cites, are more 
directly attributable to General John C. 
H. Lee's lack of policy in insuring some 
controls and restraints upon the troops, 
both white and black, in the use of their 
leisure time. Laxity in morals was char- 
acteristic of white troops as well as Ne- 
gro. Admittedly some Negro soldiers did 
indiscreet things, but to attribute to the 
whole race responsibility for the actions 
of the few, is deplorable, to say the least. 

Reader Gum has no rational basis for 
casting aspersions upon the courage and 
devotion to duty of the Negro, as he does. 
His experience as a stockade guard has 
certainly colored his appreciation of his 
fellow countrymen, or he would not say 
the things he does without some qualifi- 
cation. There is quite a difference be- 
tween guarding German prisoners of war, 
who were glad to be done with the busi- 
ness of fighting, and guarding fellow 
countrymen who were behind wire because 
of their own misdemeanors. 

Francis Gum’s experience as a stock- 
ade guard militates against a just and 
fair appraisal of the performance of such 
outfits as Colonel Ben Davis’ Fighter 
Group in Africa and Italy, and of the 
record of the splendid Negro port battal- 
ions and combat engineer battalions, 
which more than once drew the just com- 
mendation of General Eisenhower. In 
fact, as the war drew to an end special 
platoons of volunteer Negro service troops, 
re-trained as infantrymen, were attached 
to line rifle companies for front-line serv- 
ice. They gave a good account of them- 
selves and paid too heavy a price for men 
like Francis Gum arbitrarily to criticize 
their valor and devotion to duty. 

The Infantry Division with which I 
served was often supported in Normandy 
by a very fine Negro Field Artillery out- 
fit. Their superior shooting in the face 
of withering counterbattery fire time and 
again won from us both praise and re- 
spect. In fact, their alleged cry as they 
pulled the lanyards on their guns, “Mr. 
ROW-mel, you can now count yo puhson- 
nel, cause yodu’se boun’ to be comin’ up 
some short,” became famous throughout 
the division and did much towards bol- 
stering our spirits. 

That certain Negro outfits did not per- 
form so well is a known fact, but the en- 
vironmental factors that helped produce 
poor performance should be considered. 
Looking forward to the probable fact that 
there would be no change in their condi- 
tion at home, when the war was over, it 
ix small wonder that any of them felt like 
lighting at all. Poor training, poor lead- 


ership, and the general féeling of inse- 
curity are known factors which produced 
poor performance in any outfit, whether 
white or black. 

The Negro has shed blood along with 
the rest of us. Let us give him a break, 
by giving him credit for what he did, 
where credit is due. Unjust criticism can 
do nothing but draw his resentment. Sin- 
cere appreciation of him as a fellow citi- 
zen will win from him everlasting love 
and respect. 

WILLIAM H. CRANE. 
Union Thevlogical Seminary, 
Richmond, Va . 


‘*Race, Creed, Color’’ 


To the Editors: 

We hear over the radio and read in our 
newspapers this hackneyed expression, 
“Race, creed and color.” Let us analyze 
it. 

Race.—If we try to unite the white and 
Negro races in our Southern Presbyte- 
rian churches, we will have trouble, Let 
the congregations that want this, stand 
up and be counted. Some of our preach- 
ers might desire this, but the congrega- 
tion does not. There may be some, but 
personally I do not know of one. What 
became of Dr. Crowe’s resolution to form 
an American Negro Presbyterian Church? 

Creed.—If the Jews are right that Jesus 
Christ is not the Messiah, then we Chris- 
tians are wrong. 

Unless we use these words, knowing 
their full significance, and keep it up we 
are going to do more harm than good 
and split our church wide open. 

WILLIAM HIRAM SHARPE. 
Chelsea Avenue Church, 
Memphis, Tenn. 


One Woman’s Sons 


To the Editors: 

Some wishing is transitory. Some is 
glorious. Is it wise to project our wish- 
es into a past? In regard to the thrill- 
ing article by Mrs. Wyndham Blanton 
(March 10, 17) which to me creates a lot 
of wishes, I wish it very general cir- 
culation. I wish each sister in our church 
of teen age and on would read and adopt 
each sentence in the article. Personally 
I wish the article could have reached 
my beloved before she had 
shared with me our s:xty-second wedding 


companion 
anniversary. I also wish those two might 
have met. I feel that meeting 
would have been 
profitable. 


such a 
mutually pleasing and 


Her life was rugged. She reared and 
trained for church membership nine chil- 
dren, five of whom were members of a 
New York Presbyterian church. Before 
1906 four younger ones later joined Ebe- 
nezer Church in southern Virginia under 


the ministry of the late Dr. B. F. Bedin- 
ger. She was much help in Sunday school 
work in the lumber woods. Among 
the sons of this loved one can be found a 


Presbyterian elder, a chairman of a Pres- 
byterian board of deacons, a Baptist dea- 
con, a chairman of finance in a Baptist 
ehurch, and three Methodist stewards. 

Ek. A. SKILLMAN. 
Petersburg, Va 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

Frank Alfred Mathes, former pastor 
of the First church, Meridian, Migs, 
who has been studying on a fellowship 
in Scotland, began his work as pastor of 
the South Highland church, Birming. 
ham, Ala., March 16. 

Jennings B. Reid from Rockingham, 
N. C., to 114 Hodge Hall, Princeton 
Seminary, N. J. 

Walter Getty, Philadelphia, Presbyte- 
rian, USA, youth worker and former di- 
rector of Presbyterian, US, youth actiyi- 
ties, has been named executive director 
of the proposed official Presbyterian 
Life weekly. 

Cecil C. Callis, recent Union Seminary 
graduate, is at Jefferson, N. C. It is 
expected that he will also supply Big 
Ridge church and assist at the Low 
Gap church. 

James G. McMurtry from Lufkin, 
Texas, to 3302 Plumb St., Houston 5, 
Texas, April 1. 

J. H. Gruver from Inverness, Fla., to 
Box 596, Black Mountain, N. C. 

Charles C. McNeill from Charlotte, N. 
C., to Box 268, Pompano, Fla. 

J. S. Robinson from Whitesburg, Ky., 
to 35 Poinsett St., Greer, S. C. 








CHAPLAINS 
C. Logan Landrum is to become pas- 
tor of the First church, Brunswick, Ga. 
Adam H. Davidson, now in Scotland, 
was listed here as available for a call 
soon. He plans to continue his studies 
there for a longer period of time. 


FROM AFRICA 

John Morrison from Luebo, Africa, to 
Montreat, N. C., General Delivery. The 
Morrisons expect to leave for their fur- 
lough on April 14, arriving in New 
York on the 16th or 17th. 


DEATHS 


Arthur Thomas Young, 77, a member 
of the Presbytery of New Orleans, died 


at Hot Springs, Ark., February 22. 
After 16 years service in the USA 
church, Mr. Young served the US 


churches at Hamlet, N. C., and Gary- 
ville, La. Since 1927 he had lived in 
Hot Springs. 
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BIBLE STUDY 





THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


The Risen Lord and His Disciples 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR APRIL 6 


John 20-21 


(Scripture Quotations from the R. S. V.) 


For three months now we have been 
studying the Gospel according to John. 
In the prologue John declares: ‘‘In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God 

. And the Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us, full of grace and truth 

. No one has ever seen God; the 
only Son, who is in the bosom of the 
Father, he has made him known.” In 
the first twelve chapters John tells us 
how Jesus revealed himself unto the 
Jews, first as the Son of God, and then 
as Life and Light and Love, But 
“though he had done so many signs be- 
fore them, yet they did not believe in 


him. . . for they loved the praise of 
men more than the praise of God.’ 
(12:43-47.) 


In chapters 13-20 (chapter 21 is an 
appendix) John tells us how Jesus re- 
yealed himself to his chosen disciples, 
frst in the upper room (13-17), and 
second, in the crucifixion, followed by 
the resurrection. Last week we looked 
at the crucifixion: this week we have 
the story of the resurrection. 


I. John Is Convinced, 20:1-10. 


Jesus was crucified on Friday. Sun- 
day morning (the third day, according 
to Jewish reckoning) the disciples dis- 
covered that the grave was empty, Ten 
times during the next forty days Jesus 
appeared to individuals or to groups of 
the disciples and announced that he was 
risen from the dead and was about to 
reascend unto the Father. On the 
fortieth day he renewed his instructions 
to them to carry the good tidings unto 
the uttermost parts of the earth and 
then disappeared from their view. 

John does not attempt to tell us the 
Whole story. He does tell us how cer- 
tain typical disciples came to be assured 
that Jesus was alive. And, first of all, 
how he himself came to believe. 

Early Sunday morning a group of the 
women went to the tomb to embalm the 
body of their Lord, As they drew near 
to the tomb they wondered who would 
roll away the great stone which was 
before the entrance. But on their ar- 
rival they discovered to their surprise 
that it had already been removed. They 
entered the cave and when they saw 
hothing of Jesus’ body were greatly sur- 
prised. 

Mary Magdalene turned back and ran 
to the dwelling place of Peter and John. 
Breathlessly she informed them, “They 
have taken away the Lord out of the 
tomb and we know not where they have 


laid him.’ The two disciples set out 
immediately for the tomb, running all 
the way, 

John, being the younger and more 
active, arrived first. He stooped and, 
peering in, saw the linen cloths lying in 
a pile, but did not enter in. Peter 
came up in the meantime and pressed 
in at once. He was struck by the ap- 
pearance of the clothes and especially 
of the napkin that had been upon his 
head and was now lying by itself. John 
followed him into the tomb and looked 
more carefully at the garments. The 
careful arrangement of the linen clothes 
made it evident that the body had not 
been hastily snatched away. Had the 
authorities or any one else taken the 
body they would have taken it as it was. 

A second circumstance indicated even 
more clearly that there had been no 
hurry. The napkin was neatly folded 
and laid in one place, the linens being 
in another. Standing and gazing at the 
folded napkin, John realized what had 
happened. Jesus himself had risen and 
disencumbered himself of these wrap- 
pings. He had divested himself of one 
set of garments to assume another. 
Peter, however, was still perplexed and 
he departed to his home, wondering at 
this which was come to pass. 


II. Mary Is Convinced, 20:11-18. 


Peter and John returned to their 
home, but Mary, who had come back 
to the tomb, remained outside weeping. 
She was reconciled in a way to his death, 
but it was more than she could bear to 
think that she could not honor the body 
of him who had done so much for her 
while alive. As she turned back from 
the tomb, she saw a strange figure stand- 
ing by. She did not recognize that it 
was Jesus because he was altered in ap- 
pearance and also, it may be, because 
her eyes were dimmed with tears. He 
said, ‘“‘Why are you weeping? Whom 
do you seek?”” Mary took him to be the 
gardener (no one else was likely to be 
there at that hour or to question her 
about her errand) and with a new hope 
in her voice she said, ‘‘Sir, if you have 
carried him away, tell me where you 
have laid him, and I will take him 
away.” 

The “gardener” did no more than call 
her name—‘‘Mary.” There must have 
been a wealth of tenderness in that 
word, certain unmistakable accents, for 
old memories came crowding fast, and 
Mary knew suddenly that it was Jesus. 
Her heart was full to overflowing; she 
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could say only one choking word, 
‘“‘Rabboni,” that is to say, ‘“Teacher,” in 
which surprise, recognition, relief, joy, 
all found utterance, and then she clung 
to him as though never again would she 
let him out of her sight. 

Jesus said to her, ‘“‘Do not hold me.” 
The Greek word does not mean to touch 
and handle (as the A. V. suggests) with 
a view to seeing whether his body was 
real; this Christ not only allowed but 
enjoined; rather it means as in the R. 
S. V. “to hold on to,” ’or “to cling to.” 
It is the present imperative, not the 
aorist, and the full meaning, therefore, 
is, ‘Do not continue holding me,” or as 
Goodspeed translates it, “You must not 
cling to me.” Locke says the meaning 
is twofold: “(1) Do not hold me back 
from my passage to the Father, whence 
I can send the Spirit (16:7), nor delay 
to carry out your proper task. Each 
has higher work to do. (2) Do not 
cling to me, as if things were to be as 
when I was on earth; [ go to my Father, 
and the approach to me must be through 
spiritual worship (cf. Matthew 28:10).” 
The old and often interrupted earthly 
intercourse is over; the new and con- 
tinuous intercourse with the ascended 
Lord has not yet begun, but that pres- 
ence will be granted soon, and there will 
be no need for straining eyes and cling- 
ing hands to realize it. ‘Do not hold 
me,’”’ Jesus said, “for I have not yet 
ascended to the Father; but go to my 
brethren and say to them, ‘I am ascend- 
ing to my Father and your Father, to 
my God and your God.’”’ The form of 
the expression, “My Father and your 
Father and my God and your God” is 
due to the desire to give them assurance. 
They had no doubt God was his God and 
Father; he teaches them that, if so, he 
is their God and Father. Mary went and 
told the disciples, “I have seen the 
Lord.” 


III. The Ten Disciples Are Convinced, 
20: 19-25. 


On the evening of the same day the 
disciples with the exception of Thomas 
were gathered together in the upper 
room (the same room, no doubt, in 
which Jesus had instituted the Lord’s 
Supper) behind locked doors, The cir- 
cumstances that the doors were locked 
seemed to John significant as to the 
properties of the risen body of Christ. 
Calvin indeed supposes that Jesus 
opened the doors miraculously, but that 
is not suggested by the words. Suddenly 
in spite of the locked doors, the dis- 
ciples became conscious that Jesus was 
in their midst. ‘Peace be with you,” 
he said, not only as the ordinary saluta- 
tion, but also to calm their fears at his 
sudden appearance. And then he showed 
them his hands and side. This was done 
to prove that it was not merely an ap- 
parition which they saw. It also indi- 
cates that his body, however changed in 
substance, retained its characteristic 
marks, 

He proceeds to give them their com- 
mission as his representatives, “As the 
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Father has sent me, even so [ send you.”’ 
And when he had said this he breathed 
on them and said to them, ‘‘Receive the 
Holy Spirit.’” If you forgive the sins 
of any, they are forgiven; if you retain 
the sins of any, they are retained.” The 
breathing upon them was meant to con- 
vey the impression that his own spirit 
was imparted to them. The Spirit 
through the agency of those who testi- 
fied for Christ was to secure the pardon 
of believers and the condemnation of 
unbelief. Thus the risen Christ was to 
carry on his saving work through his 
human messengers by the power of the 
divine Spirit. Dr. Plummer points out 
that the powers described in verses 22- 
23 were bestowed on the Christian 
community and not simply upon the 
Apostles. It means that the Christian 
church has the power to declare the 
condition on which forgiveness is 
granted and the fact that it has or has 
not been granted. 

The disciples who were present in the 
upper room were convinced, by what 
they had seen and heard, that Jesus had 
really risen from the tomb. Thomas, 
however, heard their story with incredu- 
lity. He evidently regarded them as the 
victims of some hallucination. Nothing 
would satisfy him but the gift of his 
own senses. He said to them: ‘‘Unless 
1 see in his hands the print of the nails, 
and place my finger in the mark of the 
nails, and place my hand in his side, I 
will not believe.”’ 


IV. Thomas Is Convinced, 20:26-29. 


On the first day of the second week 
the disciples were again in the upper 
room, Thomas being with them. As on 
the previous occasion, the doors were 
shut, when Jesus suddenly appeared 
among them and greeted them with the 
customary salutation. Not waiting for 
the disciples to inform him of Thomas’ 
incredulity, he turned and said to 
Thomas, “Put your finger here and see 
my hands; and put out your hand and 
place it in my side; do not be faithless, 
but believing.”” Thomas answered, “My 
Lord and my God.” 

“The words are rightly considered as 
an impassioned declaration, on the part 
of a devoted but (in the better sense of 
the term) skeptical apostle, of his con- 
viction, not merely that his risen Lord 
stood before him, but that this Lord 
was also his God. And it must be noted 
that Christ does not correct his apostle 
for this avowal, any more than he cor- 
rected the Jews for supposing that he 
claimed to be equal with God. Rather 
he accepts and approves this confession 
of belief in his divinity.” 

Jesus said, ‘‘Have you believed be- 
cause you have seen me?_ Blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet be- 
lieve.’’ His words indicate that.he would 
have ‘‘been better pleased with a faith 
which did not require the evidence of 
sense: a faith founded on the perception 
that God was in Christ, and, therefore, 
he could not die; a faith in his Messiah- 
ship which argued that he must live to 
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carry on the work of his Kingdom.”’ 

“Now Jesus did many other signs in 
the the disciples,’ John 
adds, in the original and intended end 
of the Gospel, ‘“‘which are not written in 
this book, but these are written that you 
may believe . . and that believing you 
may have life in his name.” 


presence of 


The Evidence of the Resurrection. 


1. The Empty Tomb. The evidence 
for the empty tomb is so great that it 
is not disputed, even by critics who dis- 
believe in the resurrection. The Jews 
themselves had no other explanation for 
centuries but that the body was stolen. 
But, of course, the emptiness of the 
grave does not demonstrate resurrection. 
“The alternatives are that this was a 
human work or a divine. Either some- 
body removed the corpse or the 
Almighty raised the dead.’ But it is 
not possible to believe that the body was 
removed by the friends of Jesus. They 
were men of unimpeachable character 
and it cannot be denied that their very 
lives were transformed by their un- 
doubted belief that Jesus was living and 
had appeared to them. 

It is even more difficult to believe that 
it was stolen by enemies, for the early 
church based its testimony on the fact 
of the resurrection. The enemies of the 
church could have stopped the hated 
movement at any time by producing the 
body of Jesus. They did not do so be- 
cause they could not. There is only one 
valid explanation of the empty tomb. 
God raised Jesus from the dead. 

2. The Appearances of the Risen 
Christ, There were ten in all, made to 
individuals and to groups, under a 
variety of circumstances, convincing in 
the end even those who were inclined 
to disbelieve. The theory that they were 
visions or illusions, arising from intense 
and unreasoning expectations, will not 
hold water. The result was a conviction 
which nothing ever shook, that ‘the 
Lord had risen indeed,’ and been pres- 
ent with them. We can explain this con- 
viction of the disciples only on one 
ground, that they had actually seen the 
Lord. 

3. The Transformation of the Dis- 
ciples. The evidence for this point is 
found in the Book of Acts and in the 
history of the early church. “When 
Jesus was seized they fled. Most of them 
remained in hiding. They were over- 
whelmed and apparently without hope. 
Jesus was just then a glorious and 
precious memory, but that was all: ‘We 
hoped that it was he who should redeem 
Then came the change. These 
fearful men came out of their hiding and 
stood forth boldly in the very presence 
of those who slew their Master. Their 
despondency had given place to a joy 
such as they had not known even in the 
days that Jesus was with them, 

“They have a message and cannot be 
silent, a hope that fills them with con- 
fident rejoicing, a courage that nothing 
can shake. And all this stands the test 
of time. It is not the enthusiasm of a 


Israel.’ 
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moment. Persecution does not abate it, 
the years do not lessen it. It becomes 
a new movement of life and power, [It 
spreads through the Roman world. jt 
lives on, when at length the old Roman 
Empire passes, until at last it comes to 
our own day. Only one thing can ey. 
plain all this: the disciples knew, be. 
yond the shadow of a doubt, that Jesus 
lived, that his death was not a defeat, 
and that his final victory was sure,” 
(Rall: The Life of Jesus.) 


The Effect of the Resurrection. 


The disciples spoke more of the regur- 
rection in those early days than they 
did of the crucifixion. Read Acts in con- 
firmation of this statement. What did 
the resurrection mean to them? What 
does it mean to us? That we shall live? 
Yes. But also that he lives now. J. W. 
Ward in “Cameos from Calvary” says: 
“To Mary, seeking to express the love 
awakened in her once sinful soul, wag 
granted the first vision of the Savior, 
Is it not ever thus with great lovers of 
Christ? He meets them in all manner 
of unexpected ways, he speaks to them, 
revealing some greater glory of his risen 
power. And most frequently it is when 
the eyes are dim with life’s sorrows and 
faith is threatened with extinction. His 
disciples, toiling once amid the turbulent 
waters of Galilee, saw him approaching 
in the hour of their peril. And to every 
faithful heart, tired by perplexity or 
grief, shall the immortal lines of Francis 
Thompson be a _ prophesy: ‘‘And lo! 
Christ walking on the water not of 
Gennesareth but Thames!’ Wherever 
a loving heart seeks him there shall 
Christ be found. And the result is ever 
the same. Faith is rewarded with fuller 
vision, the heart is thrilled with his 
word of fadeless love, and with his real 
presence. For his word stands sure, 
“Lo, I am with you always, even unto 
the end of the world.’ ”’ 

The resurrection of Christ means that 
Christ is present with us, it means also 
that we are called into his service, If 
we truly love him, it means for us, a8 
it meant for Peter, that we will serve 
him by serving men, by feeding them as 
we have been fed on the bread of life. 


DID YOU KNOW 


—that the enrollment of Southern 
Presbyterian Sunday schools is di- 
vided between the departments ap- 
proximately as follows: 

Adult, 30.72% 

Junior, 10.95 

Primary, 10.82 

Intermediate, 9:59 

Beginner, 8.85 

Officers and teachers, 8:39 

Senior, 8.24 

Nursery, 5.85 

Older young people, 4.76 

Home Department, 1.86 
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By R. L. ST. CLAIR 
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BOOK SECTION 


WHY WE ACT THAT WAY. By John 
Homer Miller, Abingdon - Cokesbury, 
Nashville and New York. 222 pp., 
$1.75. 

A college student saw this book, 
picked it up, glanced over its chapter 
heads and said, ‘I want to read that 
pook.’” After reading it carefully, I 
feel any student would find profit in the 
reading. It is timely, practical and effec- 
tively written. As the jacket says, ‘‘The 
author points to the mastering of our 
problems.” Yet in all honesty this re- 
viewer must say that he is still looking 
for an adequate approach to Christian 
psychology. The psychology is sound 
and helpful, but the author has not 
plumbed the depths of Paul’s simple 
claim, ‘If any man is in Christ, he is a 
new creature.” 





JOHN Ss. McMULLEN. 
Milledgeville, Ga. 


LIFE’S GOLDEN HOURS. By Hobart 
D. McKeehan. Fleming H. Revell Co., 
New York. 118 pp., $2.00. 


A beautifully written series of ten 
short essays, which were delivered as 
sermons and lectures. The main theme 
is to urge the reader to gain the most 
from life’s golden hours by developing 
friendship and having eyes to see and 
appreciate the wonders of God’s world 
in nature and human nature, 

The book is too short for the price 
charged and ‘there are inexcusable 
printer’s errors which irritate the 
reader, 

The author knows how to get the 
most from the English language and to 
write a thought that will linger in the 
mind, 

J. C. FRIST. 

Tampa, Fla. 


THE REDISCOVERY OF THE OLD 
TESTAMENT. By H. H. Rowley, Pro- 
fessor of Semitic Languages and Litera- 
tures in the Victoria University of Man- 


chester, England. The Westminster 
Press, Philadelphia. 304 pages plus 
index. $3.00. 


Scholarly, valuable for constructive 
insight, this is a much needed book. 
There are many educated persons to 
whom the Old Testament is closed, for 
the book by itself is often hard to under- 
stand, and the books about it fall mostly 
into two classes: those which exude 
piety but ignore the problems, and those 
which are so intent on analyzing the Old 
Testament that the reader is left with 
nothing much but crumbs. 

Professor Rowley, accepting the now 
fairly obvious facts about the Old Testa- 
ment’s origins, and not blinking the 
necessity for discrimination between the 
“transient and the false” and the ‘‘en- 
duringly true,” nevertheless shows the 
unity, the relevance and authority of 
this indispensable medium of revelation. 
Specific topics discussed include: The 
abiding value of the Old Testament, 
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Archaeology and the Old Testament, the 
meaning of history, the growth of mono- 
theism, the significance of prophecy, the 
rise of Judaism, the revelation of God, 
the nature, need and destiny of man, the 
meaning of worship and the goal of his- 
tory; concluding with a fine chapter on 
the fulfilment of the Old Testament in 
the New. 

Any educated Christian will find in 
this book something he can understand 
and at the same time something to chal- 
lenge him to more deep and intelligent 
Bible study. At nearly every point one 
finds the author coming on out of the Old 
Testament into the New—not in the last 
chapter only; so that one concludes with 
a renewed sense of the unity of the 
entire Bible. Whether one’s interests 
are mainly in history or in theology, one 
finds both in this book. On the histori- 
cal side perhaps the best chapters are 
those on archaeology. On the theologi- 
cal, no chapter surpasses that on revela- 
tion. The author works out the thought 
that in the Old Testament teaching on 
man, there is “implicit the recognition 
of man’s kinship with God and otherness 
than God . . If the Spirit of God can 
penetrate and possess the spirit of man, 
while the one may be profoundly other 
than what it penetrates and possesses, 
it cannot be wholly other. The heresy 
of the view that God is wholly other 
than man seems to be specially exposed 
in the Christian view of the Person of 
Christ. The necessity for Christ 
would seem to be involved in the true 
reading of the Old Testament.” 

K. J. FOREMAN. 

Davidson, N. C. 


THE HERDSMAN. By Dorothy 
Clarke Wilson. The Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 373 pages. $3.00. 

In this new novel by Dorothy Clarke 
Wilson, author of ‘‘The Brother,’’ Amos 
and his contemporaries are raised from 
the dead and are brought back into our 
human experiences as men of flesh and 
blood. The Biblical material is faith- 
fully used, and an enlightened imagina- 
tion is brought into play with restraint 
and effectiveness in the story that the 
author tells. Altogether The Herdsman 
is a moving novel that enriches one’s 
understanding of the Old Testament 
prophets, 

WALLACE M. ALSTON. 

Atlanta, Ga. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 

Songs for Preschool Children. Compiled 
by Dorothy F. Poulton. Standard Publish- 
ing Co., Cincinnati. 79 pp., $1.50. 

Valery. By Elizabeth Mallett Conger. 
Henry Hold & Co., New York. $2.00. Chil- 
dren’s: story about a cow. 

A World of Song. Published by Danish 





Rabun Gap-Nacoochee 
School 
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American Young People’s League, Grand 
View College, Des Moines, Iowa. 12 units 
in loose leaf binder, $2.30. A wealth of 
hymns, folk songs and all kinds. A dis- 
tinct contribution, 

Folk Tales from China. By Lim Sian- 
tek. John Day, New York. 160 pp., $2.00. 
Who can compete with the Chinese story 
teller? 

The American Way. Selections from the 
public addresses and papers of Franklin 
D. Roosevelt. Philosophical Library, New 
York. 71 pp., $1.50. 

The Bible Story of Creation. By Mary 
Alice Jones. Rand McNally & Co., Chicago. 
39 pp. $1.25. Beautifully done. ° 

This Is God’s World. By Mabel A. Nie- 
dermeyer. Bethany Press, St. Louis. 65 
pp., 60 cents. Christian faith where chil- 
dren live. 

Fig Tree Village. By Grace W. Mc- 
Gavran. Friendship Press, New York. 127 
pp., $1.25, cloth; $.75, paper. India. 

Jesus: the Carpenter’s Son. By Sophia L. 
Fahs. Beacon Press, (Boston. 162 pp., $2.00, 
Beautifully designed and told—from the 
Unitarian point of view. 

Guess Who I Am. By Marion Downer. 
Lothrop, Lee & Shepard, New York, Fif- 
teen old nursery rhymes. Illustrated. 
$1.00. 

How to Start Your Own Business. Fore- 
most Books, New York. 192 pp. $2.48... 

Guaranteed Annual Wages. By Chernick 
and Hellickson. University of Minnesota 
Press, Minneapolis. 146 pp., paper; $2.50. 


PAMPHLETS RECEIVED 


The Spiritual Message of Hebrews. By 
Francis E. Kearns. The Upper Room, 
Nashville. 

What Do You Know About Blindness? 
By Herbert Yahrees. Public Affairs pamph- 
let No. 124. 10c. 

War and Human Nature. By Sylvanus 
M. Duvall. Public Affairs Pamphlet No. 
125. 10c. 

Wedding Bells. By Dunbar H. Ogden. 
New edition by John Knox Press, Rich- 
mond, Va. 

Do You Want a Christian World? By 
Willis Lamott. Friendship Press, New 
York. 25c. 

What Kind of Democracy Do You Want? 
By D. Campbell Wyckoff. Friendship 
Press, New York. 25c. 


Your Book Stores 


The Presbyterian Book Stores 
are operated by the Presbyterian 
Committee of Publication as a 
service to the membership of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. Any 
book in print may be secured from 
them. Supplies for church and 
Sunday school are handled by 
them. Correspondence about your 
special needs and interests will be 
welcomed. Free catalogs upon re- 
quest. Profits are devoted to the 
Religious Education program of 
the Church. 


Richmond 9, Va., or Dallas 1, Tex. | 
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WAR 
RELIEF 
APPEAL 


1947-1948 


OF THE 


Presbyterian Church, U. S. 


Easter Sunday, 
Apnil 6, 1947 


“HE RESTORETH ons SOUL” Ps. 33 GOAL $600,000 


Your contribution will purchase food, clothing, medicine and 


other material aid. It will help rehabilitate Protestant churches 
and missions. 


Gifts will be distributed according to the following percentages: 


Church World Service, Inc., for: 

Relief and Reconstruction in Europe 

Relief and Reconstruction in Asia 
International Missionary Council (Orphaned Missions) 
American Bible Society (Bibles for war ravaged lands) 


Contingent Fund (Including minor causes) 


Send contributions through your local Church Treasurer to: 


REV. E. C. SCOTT, Treasurer, War Relief Appeal 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U. S. 


Liserty BAnxK Bur.tpinc, DALLAs 1, TEXAS 











